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“ mend that Congress shall ma
- endoavor.

THRIE NESSAGE OF PRESIDENT EKINLEY.

PLAIN, DIRECT AND POINTED.

o
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Congress is Asked to Inorease the
 Marl Immedintely~The Condition
~ of thp Revenue Demands Prompt
¥ wlonu . .

The following message from Presi-
dent McKinley was sent to Congrees
upon its opening ¢

. To the Congress of the United States:

rebting the necessity which has
required me to call you together, I feel
that your assembling in extraordinary
seselon is Indispensable because of the
condition in which we find the revenues
of the government. It is conceded
that its ourrent expenditures are
greater than its receipts and that such
a condition bas exlsted for now more
than three years. With unlimited
means abt our commund, we are pre-
senting the remarkable epectaclo of
increasing our public debt by boriow-
ing money to meet the ordinary out.
lays incldent vpou even an economical
and prudent administration of the
government, An examination of the'
subject discloses this fact in overy
detail and leads inevitably to the con-
clusion that the condition of the rev-
enue which allows it is unjustiiable’
and should be correctcd.

We flad by the reports of the Secre-
tary of the Treasury thut the revenues
for the fisculf year, ending June 30,
1892, from all sources were $425,868,200.-
22,nnd th‘ogg&mndltures‘lor all purposes
were §416,053,806 66, lenving an exness
ol receipts over expenditurcs of $0,914,-
453.66. During that fiscal year 840,570,-,
467,98 were paid upon the public debt,

“which had been reduced since March

1, 1889, 8259,076,800, and the annual
Interest charge decreased $11,684,676.-
60. The recelpts of the government
from all sources, during the fiscal year,s|
ending June 30, 1803, amounted to
461,716 661, and its expenditures to
$409,374,887, showing an excess of re-
celpts over expenditures of $2,341,674.

Since that time the receipts of no

-fiscal. year, and with but few excep-

tions of po month of any fiscal year,
have exceeded the expenditures. The
receipts of the government from all
gources, during the fiscal year, ending
June 30, 1804, were 372,802,498, and its
uxpeudft.nma $449,605,758, leaving a
deficlt, the firat since the rezumption of
specie payments, of $60,803,260. Not-
withstanding there was & decrease of
816,769,128 1n the ordinary expenses of
the g[ovarnmont as compared with the
previous fiscal year, its income was
still not sufficient to provide for its
dally necessitied, aud the gold reserve
in the treasury for the redemption of
greenbacks was drawn upon to meot
them. But this did not suffice, and
the government then resorted to loans
to replenish the reserve.

In February, 1804,850,000,000 In bonds
were, Issued, aad in November follow-
ing a second lssue of $50,000,000 was
daemod necessary, - The sum of $117,-
171,795 was realized by the sale of
these bonds, but the reserve was stead-
ily decreased until, on February 8,
1895, a thirvd sale of 62,315,400 in bonda
for 65,116,244 was announced to Con-
grees,

The receipts of the government for
the fleenl vear endiag June 30, 1895,
were $300,373 203, and the expenditurcs
$433,178,420, showing o deficlt of #42,-
805,223

A further loan of $100,000,000 was ne-
gotlat d by the government In Fabru-
ary, 1806, the sale netting $111,166,246,
and swelling the aggregate of bonds
issued within three years to $262.315,-
400. I'or the fiscal yenr ending June 30,
1896, the revenues of the goveroment
from all sources amounted to $409,475,-
408, whila its expenditures were
$434,078,054, or an excess of cxpandi-
tures over receipts of $25,203,245, In
other words, the total recelpts for the
three flseal years, ending June 30,
1806, #worae Insufficlent by $137,811,729
to meet the total expenditures.

Nor has this condition since improv-
ed, PFor the first half of the present
fiscal year, the receipts of the govern-
ment, exclusive ol postal revenues,
were $1567,607.603, and its expendltures
exclusive of postal service $195,410,000,
or an excess of expenditures over re-
celpts of $37,002,306, In January of
this year, the reoceipts exclusive of
postal revenues were $24,316,904 and
the expenditures oxclusive of postal
sorvice 830,269,380, a deficit of 85,052,-
305 for the month., In February of
this year the recelpts exclusive of
postal revenues were $24,400,997 and
the expendltures, exclusive of postal
service $28,700,060, & deficit of $4,305,-
0593 or a total deficiency of #186,061,-
5680 for the three yemrs and elght
months ending on March 1, 1897, ot
only are we without a surplus in the
treasury, but with an lncrease in the
publie debt there has been a corres-
ponding increase in the annual inter-
st charge from $22 803,883 in 1802, the

lowest of any year since 1862, to $34,-
33;3?} in 1806, or an inoresse of $11,-

It may be urged that even if the
revenuer of the government had been
sufficient to meaet all its ordinary ex-
penses durlng the past three years, the
gold reserve would still' have been in-
sufiiclent to meet the demands upon {t,
and that bonds would necessarily have
been {ssued for its repletion. Be thls
a8 it may, it is clearly manifest, with-
out denying or affirming the correct-
ness of such a cunclug on, that the
debt would have been deoroased in at
least the amount of the deficiency, and
busl ness confidence Immeasurably
strengthened throughout the country,

Congress should promptly correct the
existing conditlons, Alm le revenues
must be supplied not only for the ordl-
nary expenses of the Fovernment. buk
for prompt payment of liberal pensions
and the lfguidation of the grlnolpnl
and interest of the public debt. In
ralsing rovenues, duties should be so
levied upon forelgn Eroduota a8 to pres
serve the home warket, so far as pos-
sible, to our own producers; to reviva
and focrease manufactures; to relleve
snd encourage agriculture ; to Incrense
our domestic and forelgn commerce;
to ald and develop minlog and build-
ing. and to render to labor in ever
Aeld of uselul ocoupation tho libsra
wages and adequate rewards to which
skill and Indusiry are justly entitled,
The nmsslt{l of the passage of a taril
‘law which shall provida ampla reve-
nue, need not be further urged, The
imperative demand of the hour ia the
prov.pt enactment of such 8 measure,
and to this objeot 1 aarnbou{rro_oom-

aver
Bofore other business fs
transacted, lat ua fivat provide suflloient
rovenuo o falthfully administer the
govarnment without b,;-,ooptrtotl?s-_
of further debt, or the continued dis-
turbance of our ﬂ%;no_eﬂ g
(8lgnod) - WM.
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BILL ARE 18 AT WORK,
e :‘. { s LS
‘His Wife Keops Him
+ His Rheumatiem—A Lecture on

Woman's Rights and Wrongs,

she feels like I, and 80 between the
two I have to work nearly all the tini

rheumatism, but she took & ndtitn
that it was a good day to take the ve-
randah trellis down and clean away all
thn old dead vinee, and thought it
would help me to get warmed up by
‘exerclse—and it did. She knows—she
has heard me lrgeto play off on qurp_a
and rheumativs before—you can’t ool
the womun you have been llvlnf with
forty-eight years—so I goy the ladder
and cllmbed ul!edlo the top and out
away the tangled web an
the runniog rosevines and the wisterls
and Virginia creeper and then tore
away the vld canes and cleaned up all
the trash snd burued it. I% was a big
job for the verandah is fifty feet long
und I had to move the old rickety lad-
der a dozzen times—several times T
ot sorter 'dizzy and liked to have
allen,.but my folks don't belleve I am
as old as I am, and they never will be-
liavé it untll I break my arm, or my
lai{ or my neck. Then I reckon they
wi l be sorry. : :

. man never grows old to his own
family ; po man_ ls & hero to his own
servant., The servant knows him too
well, and just so my wife won't admit
that I am too old to be useful, and she
keeps me trotting around. She gives me

precepts and examples, for she is never
idle—makes up the bed, cleans her
rcom, puts out the washing and dis-

tributes it when it comes in, mends my
clothes, darns my stockings, sews on
the missing buttons, hides ny best
pants to keep me from working in
them and soolds me ever and anon
about my carelessness. She keeps on
making little garments for the grand-
children and still inds time to boss me
in the flower garden and go to the
missionary meeting, and writes letters
tn the bc(oiys. She never reads until
almost bedt

tell us all the news worth "knowin
and has her opinlons about Clevelan
and McKinley and Lyman Abbott and
Dr. Broughton and female sufirage. 1
read to her the recent vote in parliar
ment nhott that and asked her what
she thought of it.¥ "' Well,” sald she,
‘'1 don’t care to vote, of course 1 don't,
but if female suffrage will lessen
female ‘'sufferage,’ I hopo it will pass.
1t makes m{ heart bleed to read about
these heartless men deceiving and be-
traying foollsh young'girls who trusted
them—what a pitiful scene it was—
that ruined girl following that man
and his bride into the parlor cars in
Atlanta, and in her presence upbraid-
Ing him with his infamr. And just
look arvound all over thls country at
the young married women who have
been abandoned by their unprincipled
husbands, and now have to work and
toil and almost beg for a living for
themselves and thelir little ones. If a
jury of women could try these deceiv-
ers and these falthless husbands they
would be sent to the chalngang, where
they Deiong. 1If a young man embaz-
zleg some rich man’s money amd runs
away, the judge and the grard jury
and the newspapers make an awful fuss
about iv and send telegrams all over
the country to cateh him, but if he
ruins a woman snd breaks her heart
and mukes a wreok of her life it is
hushed up and nothing is done. I am
not a woman’s-rights w8man. She has
rights enough, but there ought to be
some way of avenging her wrongs.”
That is a fact, and my opinion is
that her wrongs never will be avenged
until she is not oaly empowered to
vote, butulso to hold office in school-
rocms und in the government of the
towns and villages. The age of ?1.
lantry and chivalry toward women has
passed.. This is the unfeeling age, and
woman has to shift-for herself. Thirty
years ago she worked at seventeen
occupations, and now at 130, and gots
about half price for her jabor—halt
the price that the men get who do it
no better. 1 am ashamed of my sex,
and [ never buy a shirt for 50 cents
but what I remember that a poor wo-
man made it—made it insome garret —
worked all day and part of the night,

“With ﬂn?an weary and worn
With eyelide heavy and red.”

And yet these lords of creation pre-
tend that if woman is allowed to vote
shie will get doww in the slums and lose
her purlty., She is down in the slums
now and would get out if she could, I
know women who are at work for less
than s dollar & day aod have tosuﬁmrt
themselves and thelr little children
out of i, while thelrrich employers
sit high up In the churches and say
amen and amen to the preachers pray-
ere. I koow women, good women, ac-
complished women, whom men have
ruined by neglect or abandonment, and
ull they can do Is suffer and be silent.
koow wowmen whose unprincipled
husbands have been breaking their
marriage vows ever slnce they made
them, and still thoy pass and repass in
the cowamunity as gentlemen. But
this Is the same old story—who cares.

Now It is said thai although the wo-
man's suffrage bill has passed the
house ol commons by a large majority,
it will ba ignonimously killed iu the
Louse of lords—why 1 should like to
know ? The lords are not a senate
whoso age and dignity might corrett
hasty or unwise legislation, but they
are a pampered purse-proud nobility.
The 1,08t of them are and many of them
have as _maug wives as Brigham Young
aver did. But the time is unear at
hand when women will'be enfranahis-
ed in more ways than one. The laws
of murringe aod divorce are betler in
England now than oure, They are
governed by the church—by the ec-
cleslastical courts. Tt takes no little
time to get married, The'matter is
congidered and discussed openly and
froely before an engafemunt 16 madé,
It must be a union thatis fit to be made
and the bans must be_published and
annnounced from the pulplt for ¢ niany
Erevlous to the cer MY
Consequently there are no elop reata
—no runaways, and of course not so
many divorces, Inconsiderate young
cople used to runaway to Gretos
Ereon in Sootland, arnd be marricd by
an old Scoteh blacksmith, but those
marriuges were declared itlogal ahout
forty years ago, and now it s s crime
to be marrled anywhere save In the
ohurch aftor the bans have besn pub-
Iished. Great solemnity {8 attached
to the ceramony. But here anybody
ol TN aws, wéh anybody's danghter
and be married by anybody 1n any sort
of fashlon and get loose whenever they
take & notlon, The whole business of
mgrrl&zg and divoree should be ro-
modelled by Congress and made uni-
form ln ull the States. It makes me
siok to read those divovce advertise-
yors In Chlcago: ‘' Dl-
vorces abtalned  without - attracting
u&unui n,"”  But the devil is now un-
ohnines '._'lmi"_the thonsand yoars a
e L e U BILE CARP,

Busy to Help

T like to work when I 'Teel 1ike It f mne ‘Area Devoted to D W
0t my; Wite 1kes Lon :-%--m.:ork wha"ﬁ?"m” Ares DSl A DaKah. Wil

Yesterday I was grunting around with |

trimmed |

ime, but next morning can |

“to their appeal.

Wwhat cotton you can.

A g T T i
FARMERS ADVISED TO DIVER-
. BIFY CHOPS. -

Xield Moré Profitable Returns.
The Kind of Protection Needed for
Southern Farmers.

The following address was issued by
the Cofton Urowers’ Protective As
‘sociation, which met a few days ago
in Augusta, Ga., and, which advises
the growing of food crops as the surest
‘road to agricultural prosperity in the
South : :

To the Cotton Growers of America :

- The Cotton Growers’' Protective As-
sociation of America, In.convention us-
‘B ibled at Augusts, Ga., on this 16th
March, 1807, again come to you with
an urgent appeal for co-operative ac-
tion in planting the crop for 1897, It
is a matter of extreme congratulation
that the appeal made to you in 1895
and 1890 was so generally respouded to
and that the orop of 1895, made upbn
the diminished acreage, did have the
effect of greatly increasing the prices
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* THE DIPLOMATIC POSITIONS.

The Appointment of Ministers to
Eogland and France—The Best
Places in the Diplomatic Service,

The President has made the follow-
ing nominations to be ambassadors ex-
traordinary snd minlsters plenipoten-
tln% of the United States: John Hay,
of Washington, D. C., to Great Britain,
and Horace Porter, of New York, to
France, and Henry White, of Rhode
Island, iz to be secretary of the om-
bhaesy at London. Messrs. Hay and
Porter receive a salary of 317,600 a year.

John Hay is & native of Indiana, 59
%umrs of age, and graduated at Brown

niversity in 1808, and began the prac-
tice of law in Iilinols in 1861, Presi-
dent Lincolg appointed him assistant
secretary add kept him In that capacity
throughout his administration. He
also acted as Lincoln’s adjutant and
aide-dd-camp and was breveted lieu-
tenant colonel. Entering  diplo-
matic circles in the sixties, he was
at various times charge at Vienna,
first secretary at Paris, and secretary
of legation at Madrid. In 1870, Mr.
Hay connected himself with tne press
and for nearly six years devoted ‘him-
gelf to editn~in) work on a 'vafing New
Y rk nre . aper.

ol cotton, The ozgg of 1805, though
estimated to be 3,400,000 balea short of
the crop of 1804, was In the markets of
the world worth more by nearly $30,-
000,000, In the face of this result to!
abandon the idea of diminished acre- :
‘age would be to sound the rotreat in |
the face of viotory. It 1a the consenus
of oplnion among the best thinkers
‘that if by any means the cotton crop of
‘Amerloa should: held within the
Jimits of 8,000,000 to 9,000,000, bales
por anoum. for-five ycars, the people
of these southern states would be the |
richest and most prosperous agricuitu-
ral %eoplo in the world. How can this-
be brought about? The answer is
with you. We uﬁpaul to your self in-
terest and patriotism to do all in your
power to keep down the preduction of
the staple. Do not abandon the ground
f'ou have won, Flght on upon the
ineg laid down, make the cotton states
sell-supporting, put more land in
clover and grasses for your hogs to run
on, diversify your crops, and when you
have done all this the area devoted to
cotton will yield more profitable re-
turns than if you sought to increase
the number of your bales. While the
reduction of the uoreage to be flantred
in cotton for the sole purpose of redue-
ing the size of the crop may be im-
practicable, the inorease of area plant-
ed in food crops must inevitably bring
prosperity to cotton growers, irrespec-
tive of the size of the cotton crop.
There has nover been a time in the
history of our section of the country
that & movement looking to the ian-
creased production of corn, hay, oats,
hogs and other food crops, was so im-
portant and necessary.

It is felt by the most thoughtful men
that we are entering upon a year of
great uncertainties, and that even a
small cotton crop may fail to give ade-
quate returns for its production. The
mutterings of a storm are dJdisturbing
values and unsettiing all business cal-
culations, The prudent man will
trim Biy eails to meet it. With the
commerce of the country interrupted
by war—and war may come—cotton
would be unsalable except at nominal
prices. Ivery consideration, then, of
ga&r_'lotlam, of sell-inturest and of pru-

ence dictates that you adhere strict-
ly to the rule of dimiulshed acreage.

arnest men are earnestly working to
lead you and to guide you into pros-
erity. Do not let them labor in vain,

Eut cheerfully and hopefully respond

In conclusion, we desire to say to
every cotton grower, whether his crop
is ten bales or one thousandfbales, vee
to it first that your place is sell-sus-
taining--and we mean by this to be
sure you grow ou the furm an ibund-
ance of corn, meat, hay, oats, puas, po-
tatoes, etc,, for all the people on the
place, both white and colored. If the
tenant will not produce these articles,
sell them to him and keep the mone

in your own pucket, in place of send-
ing it out of the country. When you
Lave done this, or provided for It, grow

If every farmer or planter in the
‘Cotton growing district will make this
his rule of aclion, and live up to it
consclentiously, it will accomplish the
result we so much desire of making us
all prosperous and happy, whether
your cotton, which will be a surplus
orop, sell for a high or low price. We
would urge you again $o mace sure
first of & cheap, home grown living for
all the people and all the animals on
the place, and then make what cotion
you can,

We address our argument to each in-
dividual farmer. KEvery farmer may
measurably control the cost'of produc-
iog his cotton.

Let each individual farmer resolve
in his own mind and without regard to
what others wmay do, to cut down the
cost of producing his cotton. By con-
fining hls area to the best fields and
to the beet parts of his field ; by con-
centrating his skill, his industry and
fertllizers on a smaller ares he will
produce his cotton cheaper. KEver

farmer knows that the better the land,
the better preparation and cultivation,
tho more liberal the amount of well
balanced fertilizers heappliss per acre
the less will be the cost per pound of
cotton.

Put only tho best land in cotton and
corn and the ?oomr lands in rye, peas,

eto, This will certalrly reduce your
cror product In the aggrogabe, but it
*will mueh more reduce the cost,

So that, in any event,. whatever ,
others may do, you :vill be all right. |

s et § o — .

—Judge Mackey, who has been in
Columbia sinece {ha session of the
General Assembly, proposes to pub lsh
during the coming 'summer a book of
aboit 150 pages, which he will call
South Carolina Lott and Found., The
work is intended to Flva a history of
political affairs in this State from 1865
to 1877, with speclal reference to the
Reconstroetion period, with which
Judge Mackey hna every reason to be
eptirely familinr, having taken quite
8 hand in bringing about the settle-
ment of the troubles. He says that In
his book he will * with the scimetur of
truth share off some tall plumes.” He
will start out with the Secession period
and take the position that thére was
no need for this State to have pre-
cipitated the war, and that many of
her best and ablest sons were againet
the Seceeslon movement. Judge Mao-
key expecta to have his book before
the public about the month of August,
and will soon goon' to New York to
arrange for ite publication.

—Allowing the lorse to stand hab-
ftvally upon & dey board floor often
causes the horse’s hoof to bacome brit-
tle. A linseed nieal poultice Is the
best remedy. : -

—Only 70 years have elas

{ then a resident of Cleveland.

L=}

In 1875 he entered politics, taking
an active part in the presidential cam-
paigns of 1876, 1880 and 1884, being
Presi-
dent Hayes appointed him First Assis-
tant Secretary of Stats, which post he
filled for nearly three yeara, Since his
rotirement from oflice Coloncl Hay
has resided chiefly in Washington city,
where he occupies a palatial home on
Lalayette avenue and has devoted
himself to literature with the greatest
suceess, some of hls best known works
being "“Pike County Ballads,” “Cas-
tilllan Days,” and a history of Lincoln
written in collaboration  with John
Nicolay.

Colonel Hay has also heen a frequent,
contributor to the highest class of
periodicals, and to him has been
ascribed the authorsbip of the anony-
mous novel, “The Breadwinners,”
which caused such agitation in labor
circles.

General Horage Porter comes of rev.
olutionary stock, his grandfather,
Andrew Porter, being one of Wash-
ington’s most valued officers.

General Porwer's father was David
Rittenhouse Porter, at one time Gov-
ernor of Pennsyvania und a prosperous
mannfacturer. Horace Porter was
born juataixty years ago in Hunting-
don, Pa. He was well educated in his
own State, at Harvard and finally at
West Point. Soon after his gradua-
tion from the military academy he was
assign d to duty in the South. He was
an vrdinance expert,.s0 most of his
work wans in the military service on
the staffs of McClellan, Rosecrans and
Grant, where he earned the reputation
as a gallant and fearless fighter, as ia
shown by his brevets. He served in
the Chickamauga and Wilderness cam-
gnigns and was In the first assault on

harleston, where he was wounded.-

General Grant was greatly attached
to General Porter and mude him Assis-
tent Secretary of War while he him-
self filled the secrotaryship. He sur-
rendered his army commission in 1873
and plunged Into active business, be-
ing (rst president of the West Shore
rallroad, vice president of the Pullman
Car Company, and associating himself
with other great corporations in a
directive capacity. He is well known
in the field of literature, being an
suthor of repute and much songht for
as & public speaker,

The appointment of Mr. Henry
White to be secretary of American
embassy in Great Britain is practically
& reappoiotment, as Mr. White had
held this office for eight years pre-
vious to Mr. Cleveland's last adminis
tration. He has been in London most
of the time since his displucement and
the fact was brought out after his nom-
ination that he had rendered Mr. Olney
importent service in the recent Vene-
zuelan negotintions. The present sec-
retary, Mr. Iioosevelt, resigned some
time ago.
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MISSED A CROWN.

An Interesting Chapter
Carolina History,
Boston Education Magazine,

South Carolina has had one promi-
nent man of whom it may bo sald, “He
missed & crown."” An account ol him
and his family forms a chapter of in-
torest in the annals of the bistoric Pal-
melto State,

The Middletons are not only one of
the most distinguished, but also one of
the oldest of the Carolina families. An
account of them and their estates reads
almost like the history of some noble
family of Kngland. Before the English
had been permanently settled in the
colony a dozen years, we lind Edward
Midddleton a member of the council
under the Lords Proprictors. He was
born ln England and inbervited a lavge
property. His son, Arthur Middleton,
headed the revolution which threw off
tho rule of the Lords Proprietors and
placed the province directly under the
protection of the Eoglish crown, He
was alterwards Governor of the prov-
ince. Henry Middleton,sonof Arthur,
wi.s president of the Continental Con-
gress in 1775,

'I'he most famous of the Middletons
wis Arthur, who was a signer of the
Daclaration of Independence. He was
the son of Henry (just mentionea), and
was horn at the family seat in 1743,
He recoived his education in Eogland.
In 1779 he took the fie'd in defense of
Charleston, and the following year he
was made a prisoner, but was after-
wards exchanged. At one time during
the revolution he declined the Govern-
orship of bLis St te. He died in 1787.
His home, the Middleton Place (which
was in the low, country of South Caro-
lina) has been destroyed, but the fol-
lowing “pen plcture” ol tha grounds,
published in 1888, will give the reader
an idea of what a fine place it must
have been:

““The old gates with their massive
pillars stand. intact, but of the home-
stead [tsell only the chimneys and parts
of the walls remaln. At Middleton
Place, an Fnglishman would feel at
home even to-day. Many of the old
terraces and hedges remain as they
woere a century ago, and the ample

rounds, which are tolerably well kept,
ﬁave a decidedly English air. This
place is still in possession of the Mid-
dleton family.”

During the present century this
family has furnished one governor to
South Carolina; that was Henry Mid-
dleton, rfon of the ‘“‘algner:” he filled
the office 1810-12, after which he served
in Congrees, snti was also, for saveral
years, minister to Ruesla. When a

oung man, he traveled a good deal In

urope, and for some time during the

of South

Franch revolution was in 'rance. His
death ocourred in 1846,
Governor Middleton and the late

Gov. Benjamin I, Perry were both
members of the Unlon party during the

A adlpring times of nullification, and Govy-

the tiret rajlway in the worl

to | shed. Durlmz. goumpafagively

in hia delightfol “Remi-
which can well bw read
and profit by many others
Caroliniany), has given

ornor Ferry,
‘nlln_enan" z
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us a plensﬂnt sketch ol Governor Mid-
dleton, with whom he was well ac-
,quainted. Among other things ho
saya:

“Governor Middleton told me that
he was personally acquainted with
almost every distinguished man in
Europe. He saw Bonaparte in every
station which he had filled, Irom that
of General of the Interior to his seat
on the throne of France. He was on
termsof intimacy with him while hewas
QGoneral of the Interior, and was in the
habit of visiting his family. At one
period of their acquaintance ho re-
celved encouragement to address his
stop-daughter. ‘Little did I then
‘think,’ said Governor Middleton, ‘that
she would ever be a queen.'”

Am [ not right in saying that Gov-
ernor Middleton missed acrown? Who
can doubt that, had he married Na-
poleon’s step-daughter, he would alter-
wards have been made king of some Eu-
ropean country by the great warrior,
and he would undoubtedly have made
a wise and just ruler. We may sup-
pose, however, that as Governor of an
American State he was probably hap-
pler than he would have been as king
of some European coantry.

MCDONALD FURMAN.
Ramsey, S. C.
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FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES.

The Opinion of an Experienced
Observer as to the Benellts to be
Devived

A, 8. Rowell in the Piedmont Sun,

Too much importance cannot be
attached to the value of a Free Public
Library in a town, and especlally ina
‘‘cotton mf'g town.” We are behind
ths times in this respect in the Old
Palmetts State. If we want to take a
front rank among the progressive
States, we must move forward. Agri-
culture and manufactures cunnot
achieve the best result, with a lot of
ignoramuses as employers and employ-
ed. The masses must be fairly well
educated in ovder for any community
to stand abreast with the best. [tis
good moral policy for a town to es-
tablish a public library: it is good
business policy for a maoufacturing
compuny to found a free library for
the benefit of its employecs. The
youthful minds during the formative
period will seek in almost any dirce-
tion for fthat which will satiate the
longing felt within, If parents or
[riends at this time will wisely direct
the expanding intellect along the line
of reading good and useful books, the
mind will naturally turn from dissipat-
‘og bhabits and foolish puastimes into
those channels that will be productive
of pleasure and profit. Good habits
will qu formed insteud of bad ones, and
the lIndividual and community will
ba the better for it. Of courso the dis-
cipline and training of a good school
will better aocomplish the same end.
Let it be understood that we aredirect-
ing our words chielly to those who do
not have all the school privileges de-
sirable. 'Wé are fortunate in having
here in Piedmont a free public library.
In the very beginning of the history of
the place the directors of the compuny
mude provisions for its establishment
und enlargement, and the original idens
has been earnestly fostared and pro-
moted by the Presidents ever since.
Many of our young men and women
have passed the school day to take up
the stern realities of life, but wo as-
sure them that eduestion ueed not
stop on that account. In our librarvy
arc works of every cluss, and if there
be a felt need of any particular line of
good useful books, that want will be
met,  Fifteen or twenty minutes o day
spent in studying or reading up im-
portant subjects, will in the course of
a yeur bring the student a vast amount
of valuable information.

We would like to see our young men
and women taking more advantage of
the privilege our library holds out to
them. They would be the gainers
personally and indirectly would benetit
the town. We would also like to seo
the Stato of South Carolina have a
frec library in every town,

As we said in the beginning the im-
Eurmncc of such an institution cannot
e too highly estimated. Let us sce
how this subject is looked upon in
other sectlons of our country, In tho
New England States, two libraries,
that of Havard College and the Boston
public library, each contains more
volumes than are contained in all the
libraries combined in the State of Vir-
ginia. In the New England States |
there are 956 Libraries of 1,000
volumes, The city of Boston appro-
riated this year $200,000 to her library.
n Massachusetts, of the 353 towns and
cities, 328 bave free public libraries,
Comparing the different States tho
following interesting etatistics aro
developed :  Massachusettes has for
every 100 population 257 volumoes,
New York 74, Peunsylvania 51, Mary-
lund 89, Virginia 22, Kentucky and
Louisinna each 20, South Carolina 18,
Tennessee and  Georgin each 15,
Alnbama 8, Texas 4. In 1801, the
libraries in the New England States
had 7,219,124 volumes. In the South-
ern States 2,250,212 volumes.

Here in Pledmont we have a library
of nearly 2,600 volumes, or sevenly one
volumes to every one hundred ol our
population. So it will be seen shat our
town is pretty well up in the scale,

!}Il we want to do is to use the books
well.
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'A WARNING TO THE COTTON FARMERS.

DO NOT INCREASE THE ACRE-
AGE, i

The Cotton Goods Trade Exceedingly
Dull—Food and Forage Orops
Should e Ample—Make Cotton a
Surplus Grop.

The following letter in reference to
decreasing the production of cotton
and increasing the production of food
supplies is eent out for the information
of cotton vlanoters. Coming from an
expert statistician on the production
and consumption of cotton, it empha-
sizes the conclusions and justilies the
action taken by the American Cotton
Growers' Protective Association, which
met in Augusta on the 15th inst,

New York, March 12, 1897,

Hou. Patrick Walsh, Editor Augusta
Chronicle,

My Dear Sir: Though our present
ceotton crop will probably not exceed
8,600,000 bales and the stocks in the
world's markets and mills at the end
of the season may be even below the
moderate ligures at its commencement,
the fact remains that cotton is half a
cent per pound lower thin a year ago.

The cotion goods trade is excoeding-
ly dull and prices at about the lowest.

He is going to prepare a spt of in-
structions and rules governlng the
organization of the township and
county boards and simplifying the law
80 that vhey can worB in a uniform
manner, but does not think that this
will facilitate matters very much. He
will endeavor to remodel the former
btall:]ks in such a way that they can bo
used.

In addition to these troubles, there
is the matter of the formation of new
counties. Searcely ono of them will
be in working order In time for the
township boards even to be formed.
There is but one way left open for the
pensioners in these countiesto get their
money along with tae others, and the
others cannot get theirs until it is
known how many there are in the
several new counties, inasmuch us the
amounts have to be pro-rated. This is
by a loose ccmstruction of the law,
requiring the boards in the several
old countics to act upon the applica-
tions of those residing in the new
countios or leaving the ponsioners in
the new counties out altogethor, letting
the Legislature help them when it re-
convenes. s
e ——— - f—

A BACKWARD LOVER.

His Troubles and Perplexitics
Been by the Malden Sister,

Sister Xm came into the kitchen and

As

Many American mills are running on
short time. My friend Mpr, Thumus]
Eilison, of Liverpool, thinks the uro- |
pean mills will consume no more cotton |
the present scason than during last |
senson. In view of the lInjury to|
British trade from the plague and
fawioe in India it is, in my opiniun.l'
even doubtful if last season’s consump-
tion will bo actually maintained. In[
Bombay, the cottod mills are practicsl- |
ly, closed, thus releasing more cotton
for export to BEurope than had been esti-
mated. 1t is to be added that the cotton
crop in Indian will be larger than the
estimates of several months ago. Our
Congress is about to meet in extra
sesslon to discuss a general revision of
the tarill, and the uncertainty as so tho
outcome of the matter will depress
every kind of business, The session
may be a long one, and it is by no
means certain that any kind of a tariff
bill wil! be pussed as tho Ropublicans
do not control the Senate. The de-
pression in business on account of
uncertainty in regard to the tariff
would then continue into 1898, Theso
are the conditions which confront the
Southern farmers upon the eve of !
planting time this spring. It scoms
to me they indicate with a clearness
which admits of no question that every
farmer should first make provision for
ample food and forage crops before
considering the matter of cotton ucre-
age.

o July lust, when the crop prospects
were so fuvorable that many peopie
predicted a yield of 10,000,000 bales, the
price for November delivery declined
to noarly G1-8 cents, while middling
cotton on the spot sold at T 1-16 ceats,
Had not the severe drought ocourred,
the crop might easily have reached
9,600,000 to 10,000,000 bales and this ad-
dition to the supply would probably
have resulted inlower prices by fully
one and a half cents per pound than
are current today. [ think middling
cotton wowld have rold at five and a
half (5 1-2) cents in New York and
this would have been disastrous to
Southern farmers and a serious injury
to the eutire country on account of the
disturbaoee  In  foreign exchanges,
which would have bzen caused by so
great a shrinkage in the vaiue of “oup
cotton exports, I do not believe that
ono plantor in a thousand can produce
cotton so cheaply thut he can sell it on
the bagis of five and a hall (5 1-2) cents
a pound for middling in New York
and got back evon the cost of pro-
duction, to say nothing of any profit.
It is well for our Southern farmers
to remember that the costof produc-
tion exerts no influence whatever on
the immediste market value of any
commodity. The present price is gov-
erncd almost entirely by tho existing
conditions of supply and demand.
When commoditics are sold for less
than the average cost of production,
that fact will necessarily curtail pro-
duction, and a diminution in price,
Farmers, ‘however, cannot  wait for
these processes as they arc generally
comypelled to sell their crops promptly
in order to meet their obligations,

[t istrue that corn is considerably
lower in Chicago than it was a yeur
ago, while eats and provisions are a
trifle lower and wheat and flour a lit-
tle higher. The reduction in tho price
of some of these articles, however,
should be no reason [for planting more
cotton and less grain, for of what avail
to the Southern furmer would be the
low price of grain and provisioas if his
cotton had to be sold forso little as to
ieave him no surplus money in which
to buy thess things? The world docs
not need as much Americun cotton us
can be grown on the presunt ucreago.
If all Southern farmers would raise
their own food and forago crops (in-
cluding meat and farm animals) and
muko of cotton ssurplus or ' money
crop” they would have in their own
hands the emplest protection against
low prices for cotton, inasmuch as
the overproduction of the staple would
be avoided and they would never be
foreed so selltheir cotton in the poriods
of its greatest depression.

Yours very ruly,

—The airisso clear in the Arctic
regions that conversation can be car-
ried on easily by persons two miles
apart, [t has slso been asserted on
good authority that at Glbraltar the '
human volce has been distinctly heard
at u distance of ten miles,

—A gentleman traveling iu Persia
says he has been in a town where the
bulls ring for prayer five times o day,
and business men rush out of their
oflices to tho churches, leaving their
places of business alone and unlocked,
and nobody ever has a thing stolen.

—I'rench pab)lﬂru insist that tho
roller-boat of M. Bazin, which s to
cross the ocean in three days, is likely
Lo be a success, and that it will glide
over the water as smoothly as a car-
riage along o road. A teial trip on the
Thames Is promised shortly.

—Jack rabbits are so numerous in
aome parts of Colorado that thore is
an annual * round-up ” to exterminato
the peste, At the round-up held the
week before Christmas at Lomar 15,000
rabbits were killed.

—A whale redsfitly captured In
arctic waters was found to have im-
bedded in its side a harpoon that be-
longed to a whaling vessel that had
been out of service nearly hall a cen-
tury.

—White-wine vinegar can be made
hg adding five gallons of ralnwater to
10 pounds of mashed raising, and let-
ting It stand in & warm place for a
month,

—It I8 thought the output of the
steel rail companios this year will be
ln the neighborhood of 2,000,000 tons,
or fully threo thnes the ouvput of 1896,

—"" Wheat s it that causes the salt-
noess of the ocean P! asked n toacher.

ALPFRED B, SHEPPERSON,
i b =

THE PENSION MUDDLE,

The New Act Will Cause Pensioners

to Walt for Their Money,
Columbin Stale.

The new pension law has had the
comptroller general scratching his
head and wondering where the State
board of pensions is at. There are
como provisions io It that woald puzzle
anyone. Asa result, cven construing
the net as it was evidently intended it
should pass, thoe peosioners of tho
State will of necessity be compelled to
wail possibly till August, before they
can got their money, and it s no fault
of the authorities charged with the ex-
ccution of the law,

In the first place, in the section pro-
viding for the time for the paymoent of
the pensions the figures fixing tho
year were loft reading ' 1806 " instond
of *“1897." Of courae the intention is
clear, but unless the law is construed
In that light nothing at all can be paid
until the Goneral Assembly moots
agaln.

Then township boards have bheen
provided for and other ecomplex machi-
nery  to theapproval of applications.
There are something over 1,000 town-
sbips in the State. It would be a
physical impossibility to get the boards
organized in overy township in the
State and have the applications go
through all the machinery provided in
time for the payment of t.{::o pensions
by the 16th of June, as is provided.
Comptroller Genoral Norton, who has
had much experlence with this pen-
slon matter, declares that leaving
evervthing else aside It would be im-
possible to get the warrants out to the

exclaimed excitedly *
** Oh, Matilda, Joe is going to ask pa
for me, toda'y."

“HMumph " sald I, for I never lose
@ chance to snub her, for she is always
sncering at me for being an old maid.

ow I am all practicality and rush
and hurry, and moving from morning
til night* my bands are big and red
and rough; I am stitl and long and
angular ; all the graces of my girlhood
have been scrubbed, washed and ivon-
ed out of me.

But Ew’s different. She is one of
the lolling, languishing kind., She
cun simper and giggle, and * Oh, don't
Johp-ah," in a ** Ob, do John-ah " tone
of voice, and she hus had beaux with-
out number ever since she was born,

Alter sho had been deluged with
lovers of all nationalities, she caught a
real Yankee, not one of the sharp,
driving, money-making kind, but a
gentlo, soft-headed, tender-hearted fel-
low. He never failed to put off to-
morrow what ought to be done to-day.

Well, as [ started out to say, 'm had
announced that Joe was going to ask
for her, and I had ** humphed” in my
most in:redulous style ; for during the
lust five years Joe has had periodieal

’: spasms of courage.

Full nineteen hundred times he had
mude up his mind to ask pa for Iim.
and then begged off, 1 could never
understand why it was such a bugbear,
for pa would have been perfectly de-
lighted to give her away, for she has
always been quite a bill of expense to
him. After a few days Im would
prod him to the verge of distraction.
Then he would brace up again and
ln'umisu to do it, but it always ended

n his postponing it indefinitely,

50 1 suld “humph ! as aggravating-
ly us possible. That made her furious.

“You act as if you thought he
wouldn't ask pa.”

At that moment Joe unluckily came
into the kiteben.

“Em, hadn't you just as soon wait
until next Sunday *"

'*No, I wouldn't,” she cried, an-
grily.,

* But, Km, by that time I might get
a raise in my salary.”

Poor fellow, he wus only carning
10 o woek, and it was the dream of his
life to get w raise,”

“Yes," IEm answored bitterly, “a
raise has becn your excuse for the last
four years : why don't you ask permis-
sion to put it off until after the Nash-
ville exposition ?"

He evidently did not notice the cut-
ting savcusm of her voice, for he said,
cagoerly,—

* Why, that's a pood idea : suppose
we waiv until then, so you can be at
home to help your folks entertaln your
relations ¥7

B was in such a rage that she
almost cried, but instead she fairly
sercamed,—

*Joe, do you want to marry me "
YO0 course 1 do," he respoaded
placidly, *or else I wouldn't come to
see you,”

' Well, then, you must ask pa, for |
am not going to get married without
his consent.”

YBut | am going to ask him."”

“ When 7"

Y Now, see here, 12m, do be reason-
able 3 he knows what | come here for,
and, of course, he is willing, or he
wouldn't let me come.”

* When are you going to ask pay”
she repeated angrily.

Y Why—al, [ don't know—ah !”

* Well, now, 'l tell yvou one thing,
Joseph, that if you don't ask him to-
day, I'll never, never marry you."”

* Oh, lm, don't be hard on me "
“You march up this minute, sir,
and ask pa for me, or I'll never marry
you " and she rushed out of the room,
flung open the piano and began to play
€0 violently, that I thought every cord
in the instrument would snap,

Joe looked at me appenlingly.
Wit do you think I had better
do?"

*Go upstairs and see pa,” T replied.
Do you suppose she'll feel botter
in & fow minutes ¥ he inguired anx-
fously.

'* No, she is In dead earnest, and if
you want her—"

*I'll huve to ask for her, T suppose,”
he answered, with a disconsolute sigh,

[ couldn't help feeling sorrvy for him,
for he looked s dejected as if he were
going to the stake.

It won't be very hard,” | ventured
Lo say.

O, its a terrible thing to do.”

His lips grew white, the perspivation
stood out on his forehead, and he was
shaking from head 1o foot with & ner-
vous chill,

So he went upstairs, and was gone
about five minutes, and then they both
came tearing out into the kitchen,
where they danced, and embraced, and
kissed each other like two mad eroa-
tures, Bhe was so proud of him, and
ho was 80 glad he had the thing olf his
hands, that they nearly strangled each
other,

Then he had to tell her about 40
times how he felt when he went up
stairs, and what pa ssid, how ma look-
ed, and what they thought, and how
they acted, and all about it, until I
waa forced to come to thoe conclusion
if this Is the Ninoteenth century style
of “usking pa,” I am glad no one ever
arked lor me,

———e—— b A—— e

—I1t is related that about a year ago
a house in Wichita, Kan., was entered
by a burglar and a pocketbook contain-
ing some money was stolen. Recently
the owner of the purge received a lot-
ter through the malls inclosing a 810
bill and the following note : “* A year
ago 1 stole a pocket-book from you
containg 860, I have been sick and
remorse has been gonawing at my

heart, o [ send you #10. %Vh&m re-
morge gnaws again I will send you some

'16 io the codfish,” sald a little glrl,

‘-

o

Ponsluneﬂa inthe several counties be-
ore the middle of July or August,

moro. Buvrglar,”
-— 0od rallway englne will travel
1,000,000 miles before it wears out.
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WAYSIDE GATHERINGS.

Bits ot Humor and Nuggots of Truth
for tho Multitude,

if we are proud of it.

—Mexico
country
Peru.

—The queen has G0
ace.

—No man has any better religlon
than that which he actually exhibi
his daily lite.

—The worst troubles lose their keen
edgo when we insist on getting some
good out of them,

—Owing to thedry, cold atmoal:hare,
not a single infectious disease is known
in Greenland.

. —Michigan produces one-fifth of the
iron of this country, mining nine mil-
lion tons a year.

—About $2,000,000 worth of Amer-
ican whisky is annually sont abroad,
most of it from Baltimore.

—American colleges recoived last
year gilts of money and property
amouuting to $16,000,000.

. —HKeep your conscience clear in the
sight of God, and you need not fear
what men may do to harm you.

—It is snid that people who drink
o great deal of water have rheuma-
tism less than the non-water drinkor.

—The United States and Germany
are the only great powers that have no
postal savings banks.

—Politics should be treated as an
injurious insects undor entomologica
rules and well sprayed with common
sense.

—There Is & movement in Colorado
to ercct & monument o the memory of
Zebulon Pike, the first explorer of
Pike'’s Peak.

—Tho tone of a piano is best when
the instrument is not near a wall. An
even tempoerature should be maintain-
ed in tho room.

—To prevent corrosion of collar but-
tons by contact with' the neck, a re-
cently patented button has the back
made of cork,

—Spain's wretched showing in ag-
ricultural pursuits is said to bo due'to
the use of primitive implements of the
time of Julius Cogsar.

—As early as the time of Alexander
Il of Scotland, a man who let weeds go
to seed on o farm was declared to ia
the king's enemy,

—Before the great freeze in Florida
the annual orange crop was from eight
to ten million boxes. The estimate for
this season is 70,000 boxes.

—Bread as a daily article of food is
used by only about one-third of the
1,500,000,000 people that constitute the
present population of the earth,

—Claus Spreckels ig building a $6,-
000,000 house in San Francisco. In ii.
there will be six bathrooms that will
ml"al'; #50,000, no two of which will be
alike.

—An error of a thousandth part of
an inch in astronomical records ma
mean a difference of 200,000,000,000
milesin the distance of a star.

-~When a man is no longer afraid,
but 1s propared to welcomo whatever
comes, because he sees in it the ap-
pointment of a loving I'ather, why
then he ie in a happy state.

—The mun who comes to the sta-
tion two minutes behind time, and
sees the train seudding out at the
other end, derives no satisfaction from
the proverb, ' Better late than aever.”

—Aunty—I feel provoked to think
that you and your mamma were in
town the other day and went to the
restavrant instead of coming to our
Louse for dinner. Why didn't you
come ? Little Naphew—Wn was hun-
gry.
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THE NATIONAL

CAPITAL,

Notes About Men and Things In and
Arouml Washington,

The dome alone ¢ the capitol coat
$1,250,000. :
Turnbull painted the four best hie

torical pictures in the capitol rotunda.
The state, war and navy buildin

was begun in 1871, and cost #10,000,00

to complote.

The new nuval observatory at Wash-
ington is one of the finest scientifie
plants in the world,

Geners inficld Scott fathered the
soldiers’ (. .ne, which wus established
by Congress in 1857,

The Crawford broonze door of the
Senate wing weighs 14,000 pounds, and
cost nearly #57,000,

Ainsworth IR, Spofford has been li-
brarvian of Congress since 1864, Hlg
salary is 1,000 per ycar.

The Congress of the United States
has met annually in Wasblngtion since
November 17, 1500,

The hall of the House of Represen-
tatives is the largest logislative as-
gembly room in the world.

The columns of the eastern portico
of the capitol are cach solid blocks of
sandstone, thirty feet high.

A marbl  olumn surcounded by a
statuo of Lincols stands In front of the
district courthouse.

[t costs nbout 100,000 & year to run
the white house, exclusive of the pres-
ident's snlary of $50,000,

Soventh, Ninth, Fourteenth, F
and G streets are rivaling Pennsylva-
pla avonue us business locations.

The bronze propeller of his famous
flagship, the Hartford, was cast into
tho statue of Admiral Farragut.

The logers bronze doors as the maln
entrance of the eapitol tell the history
of Columbus, and cost $28,000

The ecapitol rotunda is ninety-five
fect six inches in dinmeter, and from
floor Lo canopy measures 183 feet threo
inches,

The terrnces of the capitol were
only completed in 1891, the total cost
of tho bullding footing up 14,465,000
The treasary bullding was complet-
ed In 15364, at o cost of $%,000,000, 1sis
the largent government department,

Pennsylvania avenue, paved with
asphalt, and 160 feet wide, is consider-
ed tho finest parade street In the
world.

John Quincy Adams designed the
allegorical group, ' The Genius of
Amories," on tho castern porticoof
the capitol.

I'he Soclety of the Army of the Ten-
negsee erected the 250,000 statue to
General Jamos B, McPherson in Me-
I'herson square,

The vostofflce department building
wnd erected In 1830, and extended In
1850, at & cost of over $2,000,000,

The reclaimed Potomac flate will add
about 1,000 acres to the mall, extend-
ing down the river in the form of .
promontory.

—Satan does not object toour holinesg

ianos at Os-
borne, Windsor and Buckingham Pal- .

in

is the richest mineral
in the world, not excepting
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